Homicidal poisoning deaths in the United States 1999-2005.
Homicidal poisoning is an intriguing but poorly described phenomenon. This study describes homicidal poisoning deaths in the United States during 1999-2005. A trend analysis of homicidal poisoning death was performed using Vital Statistics data. The National Mortality Statistics database was queried using "homicide" as injury intent and "poisoning" as mechanism for the years 1999-2005. Counts and rates were obtained for subgrouping by using demographic data and ICD-10 codes. Chi-square analysis calculated subgroup odds ratios (OR) and 95% confidence intervals (CI). A total of 523 homicidal poisoning deaths were identified. The overall rate for the period was 0.26/million/year. Males were significantly (OR 1.34, CI 1.13-1.59) more likely to victims than females. Death was more likely at extremes of age. Rates were 2.05/million (OR 8.72, CI 6.63-11.49) in children <1 year and 0.56/million (OR 2.20, CI 1.38-3.52) at ages >or=85 years. Rates also varied by race and were more common among Blacks (0.43/million; OR 1.83, CI 1.47-2.26). The greatest rate was observed in Black infants (5.3/million; OR 21.34, CI 14.17-32.15). ICD-10 codes indicated that medications were the most common poison. Rates were significantly higher in the West and lower in the Northeast. The overall homicidal poisoning death rate was low between 1999 and 2005. The most common type of poison used was medications. Substantially higher rates were observed in vulnerable populations at extremes of age, particularly infants, and among Blacks. This challenges common notions of the victims of homicidal poisoning and the underlying motivation of their poisoners.